
NEWS FROM THE BERKELEY HEIGHTS PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

 

MARY KAY MC MILLIN EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER 

 

In the Grade 1 class taught by Mrs. Emily Mulieri 

at Mary Kay McMillin Early Childhood Center, the 

children read Hello Ruby by Linda Liukas.  

 

The students then went on a coding adventure to 

help Ruby find five hidden gems throughout the 

story.  During Ruby’s adventure, the children 

learned the importance of paying close attention to 

detail, following steps in the correct order, and 

persevering through challenges. 

 

The First Graders also learned to ask questions 

before, during, and after Ruby’s adventure.  

Practicing Ruby's characteristics, the children 

wrote “how-to” stories relating to our class Dash 

Robot.  Some story titles included, "How to Code 

Dash Robot to Dance" and "How to Code Dash 

Robot Rainbow."  

 

****************************************************************************** 

 

The students in Mrs. Susan Poage's First Grade class at 

the Early Childhood Center have embraced the "How 

To" book. 

 

They are not only reading and writing "How To" books, 

but their morning routine also starts with a "How to 

Start Your Day" activity.  Students created a fact family 

neighborhood in Math by following "how-to” directions.  

While observing a Science experiment, they discovered 

the importance of an author writing a "how-to" 

specifically, as well as how important is it for the reader 

to follow the specific directions accurately. 

 

"How to" is a great way to integrate across the 

curriculum! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

MARY KAY MC MILLIN EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER (continued) 

 

Students in the Grade 1 class taught by Mrs. Rachel Shanagher and Mrs. Christine Ekert 

at Mary Kay McMillin Early Childhood Center have been experimenting with how sound 

is made.   

 

The children completed an engineering 

design challenge with a partner to make 

a guitar out of common materials.   

Students used boxes and rubber bands 

on the first day of this activity and 

noticed some problems (boxes were 

bending, rubber bands weren't staying 

tight, etc.).   

 

So, the next day the students revisited 

their designs and used other materials 

such as cardboard, straws, and craft 

sticks to improve their guitars.  All groups were able to make guitars that produced sound 

and they were able to demonstrate how their guitars worked for the class! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

THOMAS P. HUGHES SCHOOL 

 

Students at Thomas P. Hughes School have been enjoying 

STEM experiences in surprising ways.   

 

During a recent WIN period, a Grade 3 STEM team was met 

with an engaging engineering challenge: Design a building 

using thirty pieces of paper 

to support the weight of a 

textbook.  By using their 

critical-thinking skills, the 

students learned, that by 

finding the "the center of 

gravity," they were able to 

complete their challenge.  

 

In addition, the Hughes School PTO generously 

sponsored a presentation by Mad Science, in which 

students engaged in fun experiments involving everyday 

materials such as straws and bubbles.  

 

We applaud the excitement and creativity of our students 

at Thomas P. Hughes School! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

MOUNTAIN PARK SCHOOL 

 

The Grade 4 team of teachers at Mountain Park 

School was awarded a $1,000 grant from the 

Berkeley Heights Education Foundation for items 

to be used during the WIN (What I Need) Period.  

 

Students in classes taught by Mrs. Stacey Saravay, 

Mr. Jared Prupis, Mrs. Michele Guerriero, and 

Mrs. Marie Pellegrini will be able to work 

cooperatively to build contraptions and marble 

coasters 

using 

wooden planks and magnetic shapes. Students will 

also play games to enhance skills in counting money 

and making change.   

 

Groups of Fourth Grade students will also build 

vocabulary using word tiles and card games 

acquired with funds from this grant.  In addition, 

STEM cards have been purchased so students can 

solve problems creatively. 

****************************************************************************** 

 

Mountain Park School Third Graders recently learned 

that a hero is a person who does something important and 

sets a positive example for others.   

 

Students were asked to 

think about everyday 

heroes in their community.  

The Grade 3 students then 

wrote letters of 

appreciation to their 

heroes.  Letters were sent to police officers, firefighters, 

parents, custodians, teachers, and many other members of 

the Berkeley Heights community.  

 

A special thanks to all of our local heroes! 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

WILLIAM WOODRUFF SCHOOL 

 

The local Elks Hoop Shoot competition was conducted earlier this 

winter and WWS Third Grader Victoria Cruz (pictured, left) 

took first place in the 8-9 year old girls category.  

 

Victoria’s first place effort enabled her to move on to the Elks 

Hoop Shoot County Competition, where she also earned first 

place honors.   

 

Victoria will compete in February for the Elks Hoop Shoot State 

Championship.   The winner of the New Jersey State 

Championship will then advance to compete against students 

from throughout the East Coast Region.   

 

****************************************************************************** 

 

William Woodruff School faculty members Marilyn Merrill and Andrea Masri were 

recently selected as recipients of two STEAM grants, worth a total of $3,000, presented by 

Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders.  Ms. Merrill’s grant will fund student study of 

the life cycle of a turtle; while Mrs. Masri’s grant will support the teaching of topics such as 

Biomimicry, Intellectual Property, Marketing, and Entrepreneurism in the QUEST 

program.  

 

****************************************************************************** 

 

William Woodruff School students Jake Barth, Ella Buchholz, Hanna Chen, Caden Chea, 

Edward Huang, Coco Lewis, Aurit Mukherjee, Noah 

Ornstein, Alec Novotny, and Michael Novotny emerged 

as Finalists from the preliminary rounds of the National 

Geographic Geography Bee competition held recently 

at the school.   

 

These 10 students moved on to the school-level finals, 

where Aurit Mukherjee (pictured, center) earned the 

coveted title of Woodruff School Geography Bee 

Champion.  Caden Chea (pictured, left) earned second 

place honors, while Michael Novotny (pictured, right) 

placed third in the finals.  By virtue of winning the 

Woodruff School competition, Aurit has earned the right to participate in the Geography 

Bee New Jersey State Competition. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WILLIAM WOODRUFF SCHOOL (continued) 

 

“Be Your VERY Best Self” is the theme for the 2018-2019 school year at William Woodruff 

School.  The theme is built on the importance of character and demonstrating kindness in 

words and actions.   

 

Earlier in the year, the students learned through an assembly the ripple effect of Acts of 

Kindness.   In January, the students learned how one’s actions can change the world as 

they attended a Martin Luther King assembly and learned about the Great Kindness 

Challenge.   The students learned about 

Dr. King’s dream and how they can 

make it a reality through Acts of 

Kindness. 

 

The nationwide Great Kindness 

Challenge was introduced to the 

students as their way to live the dream 

each day over the next month.  The 

students each received a weekly calendar 

with specific Acts of Kindness on it for 

each day of the week.  The students were 

challenged to earn five out of seven Acts 

of Kindness per week and earn a heart 

for the foyer’s “Be Your VERY Best Self” tree.  The students’ activities during the month 

will also have them making cards for veterans, children in hospitals, and for residents of a 

local nursing home. Woodruff students are committed to being the change element in the 

world around them.  Pictured above are WWS Grade 4 students (L to R) Clare Fay, Kevin 

Nasto, and Brandon McGuire; and Grade 3 students Liam Gowan, Sofia El-Sabbagh and 

Chloe Constantinescu 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

COLUMBIA MIDDLE SCHOOL 

 

The Grade 7 students in the English class taught by Mrs. Belinda Healey and Mrs. Gillian 

Mahy at Columbia Middle School recently let their writing flow in a stream of big and 

continuous ideas. 

This brainstorming strategy of “Stream Writing” 

is a trademark technique of Annie Lanzilotto, a 

New York-based writer who has enriched the CMS 

Language Arts program by teaching various forms 

of creative writing for several years to Seventh 

Graders, thanks to a Berkeley Heights Education 

Foundation grant.  

The idea is to get students to become active and 

alive in their writing by eliminating the typical 

constraints - 

paper margins, small desks, blunt pencils, and so on. 

Instead, the writers sprawl across a space as wide as 

their outstretched arms with brightly colored markers 

and shovel lines to help them dig in and get started.  

They write without interruption until they have filled 

every blank space on their paper. Ultimately, the 

students' goal during this Action Writing session was to 

discover treasured lines of poetry within their big and 

bold ideas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOVERNOR LIVINGSTON HIGH SCHOOL 

 

The teachers of Advanced Placement (AP) courses at Governor Livingston High School 

welcomed 7th, 8th and 9th grade students on a recent Saturday morning to the Engage, 

Explore and Excel academic preview program at the school. 

 

Students from Berkeley Heights and Mountainside, along with their parents, participated 

in three different 30-minute mini-lessons of their choice in the areas of Advanced 

Placement Art, Biology, Chemistry, Physics, History, Music, and the AP Capstone 

program.  Students analyzed their own cheek cell DNA, engaged in debate about the 

Declaration of Independence, were 

introduced to chemical reactions that 

separate colors from water, and 

watched how light patterns reflect at 

different angles as they experienced a 

glimpse of what students accomplish 

during AP classes at Governor 

Livingston. 

 

Following the Engage, Explore and 

Excel program, over 100 participating 

students were invited to remain at the 

school and attend an Open House 

informational session.  Principal Robert Nixon welcomed all attendees to the Open House, 

which was made available to all prospective students and their parents.  Those in 

attendance listened to a presentation highlighting GL offerings such as five World 

Languages, the STEM endorsement certificate, Project Connect, and many elective 

courses.  Mr. Nixon emphasized that Governor Livingston is a school that really offers 

something for everyone.  He also shared data on the successes of the AP program and 

spoke about the prestigious colleges and universities that GL graduates are now attending.   

 

Following this introduction, Link Crew Leaders provided tours of Governor Livingston 

High School, highlighting important areas of the building and answering questions posed 

by parents and students. 

  



DEPARTMENT OF SPECIAL SERVICES 

 

The Grade 4 class at Mountain Park School 

co-taught by Mrs. Marie Pellegrini and Mrs. 

Michele Guerriero recently began its non-

fiction unit using 

Project Read's 

Report Form, 

which provides a 

multi-sensory way 

to skim, collect and 

code facts using 

various sources.  

This program was 

purchased by the Berkeley Heights Public Schools to enhance 

instruction and reach all learners.  The students at MPS 

enjoyed dissecting the text and utilized the information to 

respond to questions. 

****************************************************************************** 

Earlier this month, Dr. Chris Shamburg from New Jersey City University and the New 

Jersey Coalition for Inclusive Education (NJCIE) provided follow-up professional 

development to co-teaching pairs from William Woodruff School and Thomas P. Hughes 

School.  Teachers engaged in lively discussion and activities that surrounded topics such as 

specially-designed instruction and station teaching. 

****************************************************************************** 

Up-to-date information on programs, services and supports can be found on the Special 

Services website by going to www.bhpsnj.org and selecting Special Services under the 

“Services” tab. 

 
 

http://www.bhpsnj.org/

